Hon. Muriel Wyndham Paget," in which name she was engaged. She was sentenced to 18 months' imprisonment with hard labour, but as this is the second time she has been convicted of fraud, it would be rash to assume that she will not endeavour, when she is at liberty, to continue her nursing experiences.
The moral of the case is that matrons cannot be too careful in the investigations they make respecting the antecedents of the nurses they engage. Howevec, it is of the sister I wish to speak. Take, for example, a ward of 30 beds in a fever hospital, and allow the sister a staff nurse and two junior nurses to assist her. She is entirely responsible for every detail, both in treatment of patients, in ward management, and instruction of nurses. Some of the nurses may not be all that is required, and may not even wish to be so. On the other hand, the sister may get nurses " after her own heart," but no sooner is this accomplished than they are moved to another ward. Each nurse should be held responsible for her share of the work, whether it is ward management or treatment of patients, the sister to be referred to in any doubt or difficulty, and to also assist in carrying out the more important duties until she is satisfied that her staff nurse is capable of fulfilling these duties without her continual supervision. I also maintain that when a nurse is at fault she should take the consequences of her carelessness, provided that the matter in hand is one she thoroughly understands; and again, if it were something she did not understand, she should be reproved for acting without reference to the sister. Nothing is more annoying than to hear a nurse say : "I thought that was right." In our training we are taught " not to think." I know of one or two hospitals where the sisters (who, by the way, must hold a three years' certificate and have had previous experience as a sister) are held responsible for every detail that the nurses may choose to forget; also for the wardmaid who may have failed to eradicate a stain or a speck of dvst from the highly-polished floor. 
